WW2   1 Sep 1939 - 2 Sept 1945

Info from Michael Victor Dixon, Arthur Amis’ book & John Duncan Whitaker Hayward (Anthony’s father)
Coast considered as likely for invasion so mines and barbed wire - just a small access at Mundesley. At first Trunch was in the restricted movement zone. 24 hour watch to identify any strangers in the village.There was a pillar box at Trunch Tee and a spigot motor placement at Trunch House. Road signs removed. Windows all blacked out. Children all had gas masks in cardboard boxes. Tank traps at Southern end of Wrights Loke where joins Chapel Road, on the Hill and on Main road near entrance to Wades Way. These were deep rectangular holes with a metal flap in which large cast iron posts fitted. These laid nearby ready to be dropped in place if there was an invasion. Air raid shelters in gardens, including Dudley House Farm and Trunch House. Village one in field behind New Inn (shop) in Chapel Road in 1939. In school grounds in 1942 Warning of air raid was the steam hooter at N Walsham Laundry. (M Dixon)

Home Guard

Captain - Alec Clarke, farmer, Manor Farm

Headquarters - disused Wesleyan Chapel in Chapel Road - photo on website.

Members - WW1 veterans & agricultural workers (protected labour)

Platoon had 2 rifles - one held by Victor Dixon

Regular army at Mundesley Sanatorium, so Trunch used for practice, usually Sunday morning. The Home Guard had observers on the top of the church steeple who would drop messages to those below in a tin. Thunder flashes and smoke screens used. MD says the Home Guard manned a White House (isolated between Trunch & Southrepps?) as a permanent on duty base. Had a telephone. Owner foreign (who?) - so interned.

ARP Warden - Mr Mallett (PO) He had a stirrup pump and a steel ARP helmet. An auxillary fire pump at Bullens. 
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Special services section - explosive expert, WW1 pilot with access to a Gypsy Moth plane (I wonder who this was?) motor cyclists, 2 horse riders & a lorry. 

Picture above may be the Gypsy Moth but could be a post-war photo

Duncan Hayward and his father Richard F Hayward were both members.

Duncan Hayward remembered a Lt Col. Alexander van Stranbenzee, who lived in Trunch Hall helping with the Home Guard. He went to meetings in full uniform and gave pep talks and explained about guerrilla warfare. 
The North Walsham Garrison challenged Home Guard forces to get into their headquarters in town. The Trunch force did so with a very old cattle float, a cow and lots of straw!
German planes often seen, one bomb dropped on playing field of Mundesley School, 2 more in fields north of Brewery Road - small pond near Ash Plantation - go to look- photo?
Also trails of V2 rockets and American B17 Fortresses and Liberators. MD found silver paper strips dropped from planes to confuse radar. Flying Fortress crash landed in Southrepps - temporary runway laid for recovery. 

A mobile information cinema van visited the village and would stand on the Hill. The back folded out with a metal awning on each side and the film was back projected from inside the van onto the screen. People stood in the road to watch the short propaganda films. 

1939 Thetford & Watton Times 21 Oct Gimingham and Trunch WI meeting New member Mrs Bangert. Miss Skelton gave a talk about her life on a sheep farm in New Zealand. It was decided to accept Mrs Skelton’s offer of the use of her house for meetings now that the Parish Hall was needed for war work. A trading stall was held, the proceeds going to help to buy wool and material to be used for evacuee children. Miss Duff invited the members and evacuee mothers to tea at Trimingham House. Mrs Willis gave recitations, games were played and a happy time was spent. 

1940 Thetford & Watton Times 17 Aug “When you hear rumours keep your mouth shut” said the Dowager Lady Suffield (Chairman of Cromer Petty Sessions) to Lance-Corporal George W Stevenson of Kent when he was summoned on Monday for publishing a report likely to cause alarm and despondency at Trunch on June 28th. Mr Bell who prosecuted on behalf of the police said the defendant went into the Post Office at Trunch and related that there had been a landing of Germans in Kent. If it had stopped there added Mr Bell no harm would be done but the statement was related elsewhere. Violet Mallett the Trunch postmistress said defendant visited the shop early on June 28th and said I think they’ve landed in Kent this morning. She told her husband. Ernest Pilgrim, scale maker of Norwich said he told Walter Gaze at Gimingham something related by the last witness. Walter Gaze of the Mill, Gimingham said that in consequence he reported for duty with another special constable, acting sergeant Taylor. They interviewed Stephenson (sic) and he said his sergeant told him - denied. He had took wrongly a statement at a lecture concerning alertness. Vivid imagination, no malice, case dismissed. 

1943 Diss Express 16 April Trunch (salvage) £4 6s 6d raised for Norfolk & Norwich War Charities Fund

1943 Thetford & Watton Times 8 May A certificate of Honour awarded to Trunch for Warship Week (fundraising?) 

1943 Thetford & Watton Times 28 Aug Prisoners in Japanese hands - Pte Arthur Flaxman, Royal Norfolk Regt son of Mr & Mrs J Flaxman Back Street 

1943 Diss Express 22 Oct Trunch War Charities Week raised £52 15s

One name on War memorial - Arthur Flaxman.

Arthur Frederick Flaxman was Private 5774971, 5th. Battalion, Royal Norfolk Regiment and he died on January 19th. 1943 aged 21. He was the son of John Dennis and Elizabeth Christmas Flaxman. He is buried in the Chungkai war cemetery (12.E.14), north west of Bangkok, Prisoner of War of the Japanese and was working on the Burma to Siam railway.


Arthur Amis’ brothers -

George Amis joined the army before WW2 I think

Ernie Amis & David Amis were called up for WW2 and Charlie Amis was called up to the navy & rose to the rank of Chief Petty Officer

Reggie EMMANS 1913 - 2008 "Desert Rat" and wife Molly EMMANS 1913 - 2010


May Louisa THAKE mother of Pearl, Amelda & Brian, born 18th. July 1925 died 26th. Aug. 2005 and Ronald Edward John THAKE 6th. April 1925 - 15th. June 2014 - daughters Susan & Alison. Royal Navy Arctic Convoys WW11 USHAKOV medal

